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150 upon peruſal of them, I 
4299 . determined, and reſolved 0 in 
5 ftbem juris , Publiciz as, 
| bat the Uaprejudiced Readers, for / wbom f 


figned may receive Benefit by them. 1 
Ide Author acquaints me, That his reading e 
| Maſter Forreſter in St. Andrews Plea for Pres. 
bytry, occaſioned them, be being at that Time ii 4 
Country- Place, where My. Forreſter's Performance © 5 5 
id take with ſome., He ſays, That be bad fem 
ks beſide him, but the Bible when be wrote t 
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Narsed Writers for Epiſcopacy, Seeing then t 16) 1 
: I 4 ele Seripture, This Gentleman ors to Scrip 


: m, and puts bimſelf upon Aue 
a Ftbink they are obliged to give Scripture. An- 


c Party of Ment a up more for.$cripture pres. 


en and practicque or vine Right, than the Pres- 


Pypterians 6f Scotland do, for tbeir ' ſngular Scheme 


_ of Eccleſiaſtical Government; or, deſpiſe more the 


- Pradice of the ſicſt and pvreſt Ages of Chriſtianity | 


- thi they , for: 1⁰ other Reaſon, but becauſe it it 4. 
ainft. hs" as bas often; been demonſtrated. by ths 


ſwers 10 his pertinent Queries, -otherways they Gould 
not pretend to put the Stamp of Divine Authority 


dn thejr Novel Inventions, which bad no in place th 


2 Chvrch of God, for near fifteen! bundred 7 ears after lh 
the ſrſt Projmul ; of the Goſpel... bl ＋. 
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That nothing is mote groundleſs or | extravagant than 
that Pretence of theirs to Parity from Scripture a- 
= mong autbori x d Offite-bearers in the Church of God is, 


e nb bard Ta to "WE? it appear, 


. That tbere was a great Diſparizy : in the Prieſthood, 


= - which God was pleaſed to appoint under tbe Law,with 
=  reſpe# to Dignity, Power and Authority, - among 
= tbe Miniſters under that Diſpenſation is ſo evident 
= that the Preabyterians themſelves do not deny it? 
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T ſhall in the net place endeavaur to prove, that” 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood, or 1 of Recancili:- 
ation.was inflituted. by our bl leſſed e Js: ES 
great a diſparity among the. Miniſters fr] 

moſt boly Religion,” ras ĩt is. utterly inconfſttfe with. 2:4 
Parity. For firſt be appointed and © commiſionated; | 
Twelve whom be named Apoſtles: (conform ha. | 
number of the, Tribes of Iſrael}. to preachabe @ 5 

E of bis Kingdom, Luke 6. and 13. Afterwards | 


e appointed other Seventy Diſciples, Luke 10 
(according ta the number of the Jewiſh danhe- 
dtim) now unleſs... tbe ſeventy: Diſciples.” were 
equal to the Twelve Apoſtles, which is affirm'd\ _ 
by 0 Author- that l know of, the inference is plain, 5 


that the firſt Miniſters whom Chriſt appointed, 
avid who had | their.Commilſſion and Work ſet them:. 
from bis own Mouth were not: equal, or on the. 
ſc ame level. 


Another Order of Fecleſiafticks ( 5 1 call them 2 


1b had Authority to preach the Goſpel, and to 


adminiſter Baptiſm) are the Deacons, "op $65. 
poſtles ordained. them by Impoſit ion 
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* elbibus and Converſation, Tim. 3. and according 4 


| Berne Order of Miniſtert, in \the Chriſtian Church. 
| Fhence 1 infer that ' the firſt Miniſtry which 
1 Chriſt appointed, and the Ap oſtles after his Aſs - 
cenfjion,. who were veſted with; a plenitude of Power, 
Vat nor in Parity vr Equality, bur in very great 
Diſpatity' and Unequality, there being atethat* 
Nie many Church-Officers of different Ranks, : 
and ibe Apoſttes Were wdoubredly Superior, borls. 
Power and Dignity to all eee what euer 
 Depre& or Denomination. © 

paul rell, ur, That our Bleed Saviour, 
upon bis Exaltation, gave Gifts unto Men for per- 
Hing of the Saints for the Work of the Miniſtry, - 0 
= — forzbe edifying of the Body of Chriſt, that is his 
Church; 2 were tboſe heavenly Gifts which © 
brit "beſtowed from on bigh, for ſuch great Ends as 
tbe x poſtle mentions, iven to. Men acting in Parity - 
with an Equality of Power, and of the ame Rank. 
aud Order, ter any Body that can db it, reconcile . NN ©© 
* Afertion to Epheſ. 4. 11. He gave ſome 

Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, 

| Ge. Bur if this Text is not full enou gb (as Trbink 
Tris) for a diverſity of Office e; in Chriſt s 
Church, tbere is a parellel Text to it, where th 
| Apoſtle ſers down the difference among lebem with 
& Firſt, Secbndarity and Third ly, 1 Cor, 12. 28. 
And 2281 bath ſet Ene! in the Church, Eirſt, 
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rom the admirable Strudturs und uſefulue 9 the 
Parts of the human Body, aud their different Fun 
ions, and ſi ub[ervi iency 10 one unot ber, And to the 


Safety. and: Preſervation". of tbe whole, aud that 
Some are more, and ſome are leſs honourable; "which 


be applys to, the myſtical Body of Chriſt, and 
brings all Home ro the "Government and Miniftry 


' of the Church ʒ We ſball find this beautiful Order, 


. which conſiſts in a well tempertd Superiority” "und 


Subordination among the Miniſters, thro the whole 


New Teſtament; The Apoſtles, ro vbom our Savi- 


our ſaid, As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſenldd 
you, were Superior to all orbers, and By vertne 
F their full Powers, could perform all tie Fun di-. 
. 0s of the facted, Miniſtry: And Miniſters of all 


other Ranks under them (who'wers taten in par- 


tem ſolicitudinis ) were appointed and limited ; 


by them.in the Exerciſe of their reſpective Offices, ; _ 
. according to tbe Mature of the Charis mata, if, 


with which they were eudued, and the Orders given 
_ by the Apoſtles their Eceleſ aſtical Superiors; 3 


Aud are called their Fellew- Iabourers, Fellow- 
Voldier, and Fellow-ſervants ; and employed ED 
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dell 3. Whence. tis evident, what not only || 1% 5 
"oc Apoltles,. but alſo. vtbers under then, were u- 
+ Perior:; £9: 85 1 and not oy ba Power o 
nee N Orders,-but likewiſe. Yudbority to cen - 
ſors, ans, Jags Presbyters. :  Agaioſt'an Elder or 
. Presbyter; Cr. receive not an "Accuſation, but 
before Iwo or Three Witneſſes, 1 Tim. g. 19. 
Here is Power to receive: und rejet> Atcuſatio as, cite 
and examine Witneſſes, and to inflict Puniſhments, 
. arcording to the Quality: or Degree of the Crime. 1 
tale this to be. a good" Argument againſt Parity; - 
fer it not any demonſtrates the ſuperior Power of the 
. "Apoltles, who conferr'd this Epiſcopal Power upon 
Timothy; but tis af full for Timothy and Titus 
their Power over the Presbyters of "Epheſus and | 
Ca. who were made account able to tbem. 
Once more; - We often meet with Miſſions 94 
. in ibe apoſtolical Epiſtles, which makes 
- anotber Argument for : ſuperior and ſubordinate 
1 Eccleſiaſticts, from Scripture; fo Exam TY 
3 us with Oneſimus ſent to the Coloſſians, Chap.” 
. EZ 6, 7, 8. and to the Epheſians; Cbap. 6. 11. 
cc. Thus were Urbanus; Clemens, Fpephras, A- 
 riſtgrcbus, Demas and Luke employed, 
Thus baue I given a brief Account from the <crip= 
ures; f the Miniſtry, which God and Chriſt "aps: 
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when they tannot deny what is Aeg : 
and bave no poke Way t Aves themſelves + 5 
and here comes in their DiftinJion' of ordinary and 
extraordinary Offices.” - ' They will own, that there. - 
was a Difference amon org. "the rſt Miniſters" of the 
Goſpet', but that, ſay they, died with-'tbemſelves 5 2 
and that the” laſting Miniſtry: of the 'Gaſpet belongs. 
to mere Prodbyters, ating in Parity, without ny.” 
other wupervority or Poesie. either in Order or 
Pave, ' than. the chooſhig a Moderator at ow.” 
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” n to acky a ge, 1 «all er tbe: 
were all:;ordinary, - Fea extraordinary. In 
Adieed in the firſt Days,of- the Goſpel, zbs 2 2 
- tbe Holy Ghoſt were pour 4 forth ſo plentifully 
on all Fieſh, according tontbhat unrl JoeL, 
; 2. Chap. 28; and. 29 Fea Ofy\\ x, That all {i forts: of 
People Od and Wung. Men aud Namen, (ths they 
| br 1 Offck in tbe Church, hut were mere 'Laicks) 
Had extraordinary Gifts beſtowed: upon) ben 45 
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41 wel Las ib Apoſt les; And 1 the A- 
poſtles muſtrneceſſarily be ſacceeded to, even in 
the plenitade of Power, af ro. the neceſſary, perma- 
nent, and ;nerpetual Authority and Juriſdiction, 
over all ſubordinate Officers, and Believers in 
Crit: » Aud that Superiority and. Subordinati- 
on, which 7 is neceſſary among the Governours of any 
Society, and which 18 very remarkable. tbroughout 
all the Scripture Accaunts of the Church . Govern". | 
ment, muſt continue, unlaſ: People. will prefer 
Schemes 155 their own lavention, to tbe eſppointmen us 
of. wa band bie Apoſtles, „ 
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ned after the fame Manner! ? How come ſuch as 
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Hur, and took Place in the Apoſtolick Churches? 
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'* ſtom, neither the Church 'of God. * Upo n the Au- 
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e ee Model +, Government, as" contrary fo 


ay the primitiye hieb (Calvin 'bimſe 1 be 
itu⸗ 


ont 


i Avthority and Practice f? the Pong ke "the Rui 


ws © e 4 
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n in . 146 10 ap 
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God, and a due regard for the Holy Scriptures, in 
theſe very Scriptures 1555 attention: Let them con · 


on to the Miniſtry and Government of bis Churclts | 
under the Law, which was the Chriſtian Church 
under anotber Viſyenſation, 1 Cor. io Aud tbe In- 
ſtitations of our biegcd Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and tbe Practice of bis Apoſtles; And I am 
; bopeful that they who are not blinded with Prejudice, 
ſo as to ſhut their Eyes agamſ} the Light,will ſoon be 
convinced that the Church of God, under both Diſpen- 


of different Ranks and Q-ders, be were moſt cer- 
tainly diſtinguiſhed by Marks of Authority, Po-] 
er, and Dignity, as well as Precedency in tboſe of 
Saperior Oiders, from other Eccleſiaſticks who 
were Subordinate to them. The different Functi- 
ons of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, are moſt elegantly ſet 
forth by St. Paul, by the Reſemblance and Compari- 
ſon be makes between the natural Body and the mys® + 
tical, Body of Chriſt, as bas been already obſerved, |} 
where he pleads for different Orders of Goſpel Mi= ; 
niſters, e * Y 
__ Ob jet. One main and popular Objection again 25 
Epilcapacy (which preſerves 4 ſcriptural and pri- 
mitive Diſtinction, and Subordination among tbe 
Clergy ) is, that People are not ſo much edified 
by: — 4 Clergy of that Perſwaſion, as they are by, 
the * : ” mo well meaning av 


„ 2 


4 few worde; And fp of them to read and conſider . I 


ſider the laſticotions of God Almigbtyy with relati- © 3 


ſations, bath by divine Appointment, enjoyed Miniſters ; 
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PTY . | 
baue been da upon * this very ee the? it 
| be@ certain, th 
7. never be fatisfied with their own Miniſters, whether . 
1 jcopal' or. Presbyrerian, But were continually - 
"of ftragling. about for new Teachers: To this 1 
Anſwer, Firſt, That no People of any Communion. 
underſtand better, tbe Dockrine, or govern their 


Gs: g 


u others baving itebing Ears, could 


Practice more conftantly and regularly, according to 
the Rules of Chriſtian Religion, than ſuch' as from 


8 Pt incipie are of the Epiſcopal Communion.” Jer 


condly, It is falſe to ſay, That Edification is only, 


or beſt to be bad with the Presbyterians, or Mini- 
Parity; for ſuch a o. 
wich, as that the Inſti- 
totions 'of God and Chriſt, are not for Ediſie ation, 
which they ought to conſi der; 
Imparity among Church. men, was appointed under 
both Diſpenſations, and with 4 particular Regard 


ſters a ting, or governing in 
þtion as theirs, 'affirms as 


to the Edification © of the Church: For, wben the 


mn dren” Orders of 
Miniſters, "which Chriſe beft 
Some Apoſtles, | ſome Prophets, Sc. He adds, 
' that all thoſe, bowe ver digniſſed or diſtnguiſbed were 


owed from on High : 


given for pertecting ot the Saints, for the Work 


| of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 
_Chriſt;. till we all come in the Unity of the 
Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God 


unto a erfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Sta» 


ture of the fulnefs of Chriſt ; That we be no 
more Children toſs d to and fro, and car jed a- 
bout with every wind of Docfine by thi Aight. 
2 * and e Sos, ren they 


3 


8 


it being evident, "that 


e e . = 20 \ 4 ; 4. k | Wh Bat 1 TRY 
lay in wait to deceive, Epb. 4. 


. 
14. Verſes, From. which it is moſt infallibly ce, 
tain, that our Saviour gave different Orders of Mi- 


niſters for the Edification, Peace. and Unity of his _ | 


F * - — * 


.. 


Church, and to ſecure Chriſtians againſt Deceivers,- 


falſe Doctrine, Levity and Unconſtanch in the | 


* 


of the Body of Chrift,, than he himſelſ. in whom are 

all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, bas done? 

Are theſe Men, who take upon them to New Model 
_ the Church, wiſer than the All wiſe God, and our 


* * by Mi . , 


Subordination in the. finiftry (which God at fit 
appointed, and which in all Ages bas been preſer v d) 
to-croſs the great Deſign of our Religion? Will they 
ſay, that what God appointed for. Edification is for 
DeſtruQion ? Muſt they [till prefer, not only their 
late Inyentions, to,divine. Apporntments, but alſo 
' reproach them? Were the Churches of Britain e- 
fied by being eeftrages by the Rebellions after the 


arines, Blaſphemies and Enthuſiaſm prevail in 
England, after they pull'd down'Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment,which was the Fence of its Religion, in very few 
Tears, than bad been broached there in fourſcore Tews 
time hefore that? And did not the Oppoſation that 
was made to Epiſcopacy, and the Endeavours to 
ſet up Presbytry or Independency, oceaſzon the crum- 
bling that glorious reform'd Church into ſo. many 
this, Day? Are there, not different . Communions, 
Altars againſt Altars, and the Unity of the Cburch 


Saviour? Muſt they male a comely Superiority. and 


Tear of God 1638 ? Did not more damnable Do- | 


* 


. J | n | I "YE Ek ed SE Ban cf "0 
FaQtions, and Fractions, many of, which, continue fo 
1 


Tu 


b- re 1h. PY to the Difſnters of i x Kinds *. .I 

- wiſh the- Presbyterians may conſider what I have 

. ſaid, And God grant unto T thei a right Under · 

5 Nanding in all Fhings, «which he has appointed 

fort the Edification, Peace, Order, and Unity of 1 
_ is Church, » 

The Pregbyterians of Scotland have hg al 
others, by their bigh Ptetenſions to greater Purity | 
and a more-thorough Reformation; yea, it was net 

- enough for them be reform eps out of that 
Church, but they muſt reform other Churches after 
_ dbeir- Model, and ſwear ſolemuiy to ao it. Big of 
late their Zeal i in that Matter is much cooled, for not 
only the ſurviving Covenanters themſelves, but their 
Poſterity (who according to their Opinion, took the 
| Covenants in their Father's Loins) - reckon little 
or nothing of the Obligation of theſe Oaths. Ibave 
no mind to reproach them with burying theCovenants, 
0 as Thave knawn ſome 0 Ne * Friend 0) 
ſeeing unlatyful Oaths oblige only to Reperifance, 
both the impoſers and takers of A hem: And I wiſh 
votbing more than tbeir Repentance, for the crying 
Sin of "thoſe, Days of Reformation, or rather De- 
formation; which, to inbanct their Guile, were 
_ «Committed i Ta the Name of the Lord; "and which, 
Tam afraid, are not expiated to this Dey, tho” the 
Land bas mourn'd for them. We may ſay "with Zip- 
Br a Bloody Covenant it has been to Britain, 
g co it firſt and loft not only 4 Becatomb, 
but per baps above an bundred thouſand Lives of 
Men, Women and Children, many of whom: were 
be in 5 Wood, « 41 4b the e of eh 
ö 68 
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| Pariet Aecdunt, 

George Mkeazie's. Vindieation of _ 

R. Cha. II. and - -Biſhop- Guthrie's ES 
And for Murdering Women and © 


1 14 bavr a more 


the Reign of 
Maauſcript: 


_ Children, the Bridge of Linlithgo ſtands to bear 
"Wineſs, 


vaſt Numbers, of People ſpiit, which did run like ſo 


many Torrent, No Ranks, Quality, or Degrees . 
ef People, were exempt from ſharing in that gene- 
ral. Deſtrudion, which the Covenant made, or oc- 
caſioned, from him that ſat on the Throne, 8 
her that grinded at the Miln. No Orders of An. 
Age from the boary Head 
to Children in their Mothers Bellies, from the 


Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. N 


Tear of God 1640, to the Tear 1660. 7 bir was Re- 
W with a Witneſs! : 


Rut the Abetters of © Presbyterial Government 
(ibo they cannot be ignorant, chat it in vol A 
te. flouriſing Kingdoms in Blood and Ruin, who, 
polio before 155 Reballions brake out, were in the 


bad been 
were Kingdoms ) would baut us to be- 


proſperous Condition that ever th 
be ince f 


lie ve it to 


e not on 1 Thing, but / tht 


laft Conſequenceto Religion; Tea, the very Kin- 


dom of Chriſt on Earth, and. the only "Mean to re- 
trieve Ret ion in the Fower of it. And the Pres- 
byterians 7 Scotland bave got it ſet up as the Go- 


 Onbappy, Britain was, the Schene on "which 
' theſe Tragedies were added, and the Blood of thoſe 


a 
- A . wy 
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ernment of Chriſt's Church upon Earth. and Epiſ- 


copacy hows von as an me no ra Grievance. 1 
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1 
Nom 1. eople ef that Country, ¶ and 
eu bresbytty i efabliſhed _by Law, whe- || Cen 
ber e zo n Experience of it, they bave Þf that 
 foundſuch bippy Effe@s fit? "Are the People be- if ſub; 
comb more Orthodox in be Faith), or improv'd in 
their Morals? Are they become more Righteous, 
Sober, and Godly rban they were under Epiſco- 
pacy ? Would God that it were ſo with tbem; for | 
Tis only Righteouſneſs that exalteth a Nation. 
Bot tor all this obeying of the Commandment 
ok the Lord, what meaneth the bleating of the 
= Sheep, and the lowing of the Oxen ? V bat 
means fuch avow d Wickednels in high Places e 
Are not ſome Supporterg of Presby tery tbe Scan- 
dal f Chriſtianity ? Do not ſo many livę there, 
. as if they courted the Scandal, Infamy, and Dam- 
nation. 4 well as tbe Pleaſure of tbeir Sins? Do 
not ſuch ſcandglous, Perſons, as ſell rbemſelves to 


* 
” 


* 


commit borrid Sins, eſcape without Cenſure ? If I 
am not much miſinform d, Vice was never ſo ram- 
paut ani impudent there, as it bas. been of late 

Tears; nor were there ever. ſo, many Hero's for rbe 
Devil, whe are not only abandon d to Wickedneſc, 
But alſo boaſt of it, and Glory in their Shame, A- 


theiſm and Deiſm-were ſcerce Jo.much as beard of 
there, till of late Tas. 


bir Tonly bint at to oblige the Presbyterians, 
either to take more Care io makePeople reform ther 
Liver; otherwiſe to abate a little of their great 
Pretenſions f being ſuch effectual Reformers: 
And to conſider what partial Judges they are, to 
lay tbe blame of whatever Wickednels was ane: 
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ed becauſe that had been 
miſſion given. them, indo. 
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pears," that Errors, Jnfidelity, Blaſphemies, aud 
11 11% 6 >baucheries, e more hae?” aud 
are mote bars fac d and impadent under its In 4 
cee then formerly: Let Ala? rbe Judgments of 
| God on that Kingdom have not fail'd to accompa- 
wy it, as they di 9 it laſt Tyrannical and 
Arbitrary Reign; Por tis too 4 parent, that his 
fore and heavy Judgments the Sword, Contagi- 
.ous, an ex pidemical Sickneſs, which | ſwept avay 
vaſt Numbers of the Inbabitants,. even to Deſola- 
tion in man Places of rh that Country, and ſeveral 
Tear of 1 amine, grieuous aud 0 6h 
Loſſes in their autborix d Undertakings es 10 
Trade, which they entred upon with a great Stock 
of Money, and with a ſufficient Body of good Men, 
being encourag d and depending on Ny Parlia : 
ment, and Royal Patents, but were baffled, moſt 
part of their den, their Colony of Birken 9m 
ef thirr Ships and Effects were irrecbverably loft: 
beider the Nuri of tbe beſt and . deere 
Building: of the ono Frſt, a and late a 
great Fire broke out in that | ſame City, which has 
ruin d a great many Families. To all which may 
be ' allied, that Maſſacre of Glenco, which ths 
Parliament o 7 that Kingdom teok into their Cone 
ha ow, — cannot F prevail, yet 1 
N might 
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aer uu altbs' God bas given them Reſpite at preſey _ 
2 yet I tbint, what they have already Yffored 27's 


oth Presby terial Government, for Theſe ſeem to. 
ir inſeparable' Concomitants in that Nation, 


loudly on them, to tbinł upon their Way:, a nd io 


41 | ſearch for the Cauſes of ſuch dreadful Calamitics. £ 
flu 


ts of 2 iprome of i Diſeaſe, it neceſſary. rowarts itr 


he 1 fg ps of King Charles I. hn I compare 
to the Viper, 

thro 
biam d. The firſt T bing that the Covenanting Pref 
byterians did, was; to raiſe a moſt wicked Rebels 


' rbat makes its Way into the World 


only ibeir Natural, and undoubted Lord and 


of their Fleſh. He had been ſo gracious to them, 
bat, even, contrary to bis own. Inclinationt, be 
gav# 
land. and made ſuch Conceſſions to them, rbar in 
the Parliament which be beld in Perſon at Ed in- 


fully*ſati;fied, and that be bad given them full 
Content; yet no ſooner did the long Parliament of 

England” commence @ Rebellion againſt the King, 
ut 20 

a Army to their Aſſiſtance. But it vas not long 
wi _ * * If wa that Land, by angry. | 


Nov, ſeeing the Knowledge of the Nature and 
; Kalbe presbytry, and hem mbar Part ; 
„ and what were the Conſequences of i it in | 


ugb the cides of its Parent, I cannot be much | N 


lion agdinſt that moſt religious King who'was not 
Sovergign, bur alſo Bone of their Bone, and Fleſh 


way th the Eftabliſhment of Presbytry in Scots. 


renanters rot Part” in ir, and ſent 


burgh Anno Domini 1640, they on d themſohves + 


againſt \ ; 


—— 


. » — 
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Lud then Famine: Bur they | 
under tbe Judgment of God, and Rebelling + 


by They cams at laſt, to be enſlav d 8 
of that exeerable hypocritical; L flirner 


| Tion, after that bloody, ambitious Vreteb bad 5 
ww rhe moſt horrid. Manner murthered his Royal 
= Maſter, and driven his Family into Exile, and 
in this Condition they continued, till the happy 

Reſtoration. of King (hate II. ſet that. King 

dm free from eee both i in Church and 
„State. 


& Avi. 


ord 1 the. Palttience ee 
being uncorrigible 


againſt it; the 


more and more againſt. his. Anointed, | an oppoſ- 


g ebemſelvge againſt bis Loyal Subjects, who 


according to bei- Alledgance, took: Arms for the 
King, * tbe Command of his. General, the 


© Marquis of Montroſe, and afterwards, under the 
 Commandof.Duke Hamilton, to reſcue and deliver 


tbe King, aut of tbe Hands of 4 a ee 3 


he role 
Oliver 
ur Na 


the ſcum of their Neigh 


Cromwel, 


It is ſtrangt, that among all theReaſons. of . 


pablick Faſfts, which were commonly kept. on the 
Lords · Dav (tho? all Chriſtians ' obſerved. that 
Day. ar the Day which the Lord hath made for 
them to Rejoice, . and. be glad in it, it being the 


_ weekly Commemoration of our Saviour Reſurre · 


_ tion,)They never rook nctice of their infulRebel- 


lions, which they bad multiplied 9gaint the Ordi- 


nance of God ; nor for their. barbarous, Treatment 
= of ar. Orthodox Clergy, Vbetbar Biſhops or 
— 1 Fyesbyters, both in the Days of ebe Covenant, and 
$ 12 the Beg wning. of the _ e, .tof uch 


De- 


Prop ; cif Onto, fon ee 

ben, bd fent to them. there 10. 
| 7, 1 in Rip . or the Prieſts of God to (o- 
ver them from Rebellion and Violence ? 1 nor 
touch not mine*ancinted, and do my Prophets 
no harm, 2 Text of facred Scripture; and binding 
upon *Ohri ſtians MPa; not K. Cha. I. Their . 
and undoubted Soveraign ? Had not be an unge- 
flimabl# Right to rbeir Obedience? Were not the E- 
pi opere ner ix d Miniſters ofCbriſt? Were 
ever tbeir Miniſterial Acts declared to. be invalid; 
even by: their Enemies, Perſecutors,'Slanderers, 
and Sup erb? Or was it for. perſonal Faults 
of ſome, that the whole Order wat thus barbarouſly 
treated by them? "Whit Body v Men are without 
2 2 i Faults, from . * Apoſtles Times 


5 ee Req 55 s or Faults. 
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IP 79 continue! 650 Bae 4% 
| — . ery in Scotland Aer ve, 15 haue 
: 707 eit „ *s * But God Was 


| ident e place ſuch Lights in 
that Storch, 1 tboſe Dye! that Polterity bleſſes 
God for their pious and learned abonrr, ke as 
the'eminently learned” Dr. Forbes of. Cor 2, a 
Dr. Baron ud muny others,” mho 
of the Covenanters ended I ber Days in Exile 


Was it a light Fanlt.in the latter end "bf the Tear 


1688, and in the beginning of 1689, violently - 
to Rabdle, and throw out wt many Miniſters and 
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725 a5 e tir Reba invent, 1 were 
baunded out ee deſiguing ee hy 
Miniſters ? But God bas aveng d himſelf on. — . 
Land ſince bis Judgments* babe qverturn them, ©: 
« | tbe]udgments. of God are 4 10 Th L Call io Re- 80 
pentance, and oft times makes. the — Sinners 
| #0 bumb: le themſelves ; 3. tho ' ſome defy: them, and Fw 
: fol, that after their own \ Ways they will oo. fl 
Pgbytey bs beg rigs ſt and > FI 5% 
S ee e ee e 
op Line 1 enge e e Nation, 
Sec 3 ane 


— to e thaf 1. 
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el repens, : 15 ſuch Indus Grimes, 420 
| Cannot s ſeape : bey g miſera te -. . My. 5 At £0 
I raid but on e up. People think * 
their Ways, ad iemetlect. onthe iſa 
"quences of them, to their Canet 
God. to grant them Repei 
for which the, Land. adly.. 


- {compaſſionate their native Country, the 
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Oncerning the Teſtimony of 
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tive in Matters of Doctrine? 
Secondly, Concerning 7 5 
womy, Hou far falfill'd in, or ab 
- Chriſt, or how far 10 r ed . 
n J, Söder __ 8 
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he Precbyrerians, e 
* Seventhly, - er the heels of the 
even Churches, Rev. 2. 3. were Biſbops or 
mere reh a ; 
Eig hey, Some Fed TY ge, which 
th be Author thinks neceſſary for clearing 
this Cantroverſy; peeve, the Gary and 
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ow far the Teſtimony of 
* . Autiquity can be 


many Places of :Scripy 
ture, in- Matters of Do» 

| EP ' Arine, and Church Go- 
W \ There Geling ſeveral Things believed 


rsd d almoſt univerſally,for which there is 


Hpofles are ſuc: 


 Stxthly, Some mor# Queſtions put ro 
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allowed for clearing 


nd poſi tive 00 end in ae as Ln, 
Baptiſmm, the changing the Sabbath into theLord's A 


admitted to receive the bleſſed: Sacrament of the 
Lord's Sgpper-3/ or that ſprinkling ſhould be. a 4.2% 
lowed inſt ead of dipping 4 in Baptiſm, „ 
to . And, Whether ſoche Things in St, paabs = 
„ Writings, called by St. Peter, in the ſecond E- 
the piſtle Cb. 3. v.16. iy olg g i Te bard to be | 
or #nderfiood, does not make the early Hiſtories and 
IN practice of the Church, not only lawful, but al- 


Day; or that Lay-men- and. Women ſhovld de 2 


= ſo neceſſary Explainers of ſome. Places of Scrip- 4 
ue: ture? If this be refus d, 1 demand clear and e- 
ing preſs Scripture to warrant the Refuſal, ſeeing 3 


and | che Matter of Fẽact is evident and undeniable ; 5 4 
—_ Scripture anſwers to all my Queries; Becauſe the 


monly when pinched from Antiquity, reject eve- 
ry Thing, for which Texts of Scripture is not 
given them, as not to de admitted in-Religion: and 
Church Government. 5 
rly Query II. If it be a fault to chink or fay, That 
Dy ſom» places of the Scripture are clear d by Apo- 
NR criphal Writings, Whether ſuch a Poſition does 
of not condemn all Commentaries on the Scriptures, 
be and Sermons; Eſpecially if there be any thing in 
ing them beſides Scriptute, and comparing. one Place + 
rips of it with another? And what regard is due to 


Do» I kheir ee dene now thas Inſpiration 
30» b 29-6613 201 1 nn WET 38. Ni 
ved V _ Ruery 


likewiſe, once for all, deſire clear and expreſs, bh 


Gentlemen to whom they are addreſs d, com- 1 


oa tame it for a Rule, 1 Bere to know what Scrip- 


| _ Church very early; and conſequently, by the 


il tion,viz. Apoſtolical; And this he muſt mean other - 


Li 8 , | 
I 

e In. Whetiier 100 old Rule * c "RY 
hve Fathers, for knowing what is truly 
Ap offolical, be ridicylous' 5 St. Auſtin mentions 
1 writing againſt the Donatiſts, Whatſoever the 
2 vniver ſal Church boldeth, and yet was not inſt itul ed 
by Councils, is truly Ap poſtolical ? ? If they will not 


ture contradifts it? But, if they allow it tobe a 
Sood Rule, then 1 k, eit it does not make for. 
 Epiſcopacy ? Becasſe it is not denyed that Epiſco- 
 pacy was the Form of the Government of the 


Rule, Apoſtolical ;  Otherways St Jerom's toto or- 

be decretum eſt, muſt be taken for à Decree of a 
general Council indeed; and ſo,carly, that it 

may be preſumed, that no Chriſtian who. prefers 

Truth to'a Party, or Intereſt, will be afraid to 

be determined by it: Eſpe cially, if he. conſiders 

+ that the extraordinary Gifts of the e were 
not then ceaſed. 

Query IV. I deſire to know their Sentiment 
of Tertulian's Way of arguing, when he ſaid, va- 
riaſſe debuerat error Eccleſiarii; quod autem apud 
omnes unum eſt, non eſt Erratum ſed Traditum, Had 
the Churches err'd,they muſt have differ'd among 
themſelves ; Whatever then is one and the ſame 

among them all, came not by Error, but by Tradi- che 


wife his Argument would not be Concluſi ve. % 
Now, if the Presbyterians allow of this Argument, 
K oy; muſt at the ſame Time allow of heren 


Query 5 


p 25 8 
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ly 1 e Chareh 6 bolt tively geter s? 
my h his Apoſtler or yy Fir gig, war | 

the "gs there of tfiat Inſpiratlo i,” wnfen an R 9 

ed N e , For inf that Caſe, hey would 8 

ot J beerfformſhe@with's fix'd Role 15 Rk _ Hf 

Ip- But 9 

e a 26 f eemmandsd, and Inſtvu@ed them id 

for il & Ane gave thin the holy Spirit fo dire 

ſeo- if tfem if the pärtienlar Management of rhe Buſis 

the Wl nefs entruſted to them; chen enen that 

the brings not the Matter in controverſy to-this this 

or- ö t did the 4 les. d axter o uy 

f a 148. LES ne LI ie RY 

at it I by chem, to be the laſting Goyernment of the 

fers Chriſtiad Church. 14 | 


1 ro Now, if the Scripture 8 ofthis Matter 


ders 1 Faſt de not ſorlear in. themſel yes, hut that ve: 
vere diftereat Inter pretatious are 180 on them; 


BN 200 ſuch ab. many | ations: and kastetaz ' Men of 

nent different Perſwaſions and Communig oy, are fully 8 
, va-conviac'd, that each of them are in the Right, 
apud ll and. that hog have. the Scriptute on their Side, 


hence ſhall this Controverſy be cleared, as td 
the true Senſe of deen 5 but from the 
earlier Ages of the Church; without doubt 
che nearer to the Apaſtles the dert, 8 
„. VI. If 10 8 10 coll 1 E. 
Ohtal in. t 1 urch, whether does 
— — oF 1 8 D D's App probation.of it? Or 
map it Not. e at * dhat 5 95 
* 11 
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ther · 
uſive. 
nent, 
88 


Tuery 


| GOD, vet it: 17 9 „ to, -nor 20 
_ conviſtent: with- his Pleaſure, und the 45 
true en Chnreb 3 conſequently, Ip a 
2 from the THR 5 an Exiſe | 10 

urch, for its being opal, can never be 
viadicared; from the Imputstion and Geilt of 
Schiſm ?. I defre the Prozhyterians to * any 


veſt Ages of it, upon the Accognt-.of its b. cing 
.. govern'd by Biſhops, tho all the more. our | 
Aſſerters of Preiipterial regen, allows bod 


bars ee 
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Concern 15 ahi dull 2 . 


far ulblled. ine or : abaliſhed. by 
Chriſt Bey 
. 13 | ow far ths TY pay is 


1 :boliſh'd by Chriſt? And whe- 
1 all of it is not at this Day in Force, and 
| binding vpon us? Or at leaft, If all of it may 
not be imitated by Chriſtians without Sin, which 
was not at firſt tiuly typical ; and ſo folfilled-in 
- Chriſt the Antitype? Or Secondly, What con- 
cern'd the Jes, as a diſtin& People, poſſeſſing 
the * Land, and Nei * the Hea- 


then 


In whit was wbrogates b 1 — 
himſelk, or by tis A be” EY wy” - 
No, if this woch be nor h "wot i - 
berty to argus from their Conftitgrjon to ours; 
"how comes the Decals gue to be Vinding, 'apd 10 70 
de s Law to us; guy any Things of their Law, - | 
particularly the 3oth Chapter of Zeviticus, which | 
regulates the Cauſes of Marci forbidding all 
within certain Degrees of Corfanguinity or 844. | 
finity to be married together) If it be al- 
ſwered, that the moral Part of the Law only Is 
"what we are bound to obſerve,” Iteply Firf, 
That Marriage within the Degrees | which ate 
forbidden in that Chapter, is not "againſt any 
1 Law, lt hong allow + by GOD not og- 
ly tot he Chile en of our firſt Parent, but alſb 
preich'd by the Patriarch Jacob and others z\ and! 
-morat Laws ate witit'G O D does not diff enſe 
with.  And*Secon 181. Daes* not. dur bleſſed *Si= . 
| viow Saying, Matrb. 5. 17. I came not to des 
1 is Proy the Law, but to fulfill it, prove, That the 
whole Law is till i in orce, unleſs i in 10 far 3S. ir 
was abro ogated, or concern the Fes only 28 'a 
particular Conimunity For the Word S 
| in nifies not of to bolt, but to Mee an 
fill it up; and the Righteouſneſs of Chriſtiags 
mult exceed that of the.Scribes and, | Phariſees, who 
were the ſtricteſt” sech öf ihe Jews, they ſat in 
"Moſes's Chai: And 2 2 Boy that reads the 
n in the: Mbunt;-m my foon- be convinc d, 
* : + dba 
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bs "own'd as lawful. hurch e 


"were ſuch, that opt 


| Tiber sl eme oft 7 A _ 718 
. 11. Whether it DE Foie 41. 
red,” That tho 5 Jewiſß d Aer _ 

diele Saviour was on Earth very ie Þ 

and degenerate, not only in Practice, but alſg. 

Its very Cenkifytion and fundamencal Pg: 

15 he did oy hank from 5 en 


Fe. 775 aue 
5 and bid : hem do * 
Pat 23. 8 Fe. 
| Phariſees are yqur law ful 
MMaſes and the ſeventy E | 
Jive in Obedience 182 ib VI 


4 | e Ser an 
TIC SE 


| "potwithſtanding 95 0 ummoraliti 


leſſed $91 e bi 
Followers to beware of. them, dB 125 e not 


12 0 after them; yet he.dogs. nat. 9 5 1 em to 
_ forſake their Communion, .or id ſeparate\ trom 


(Grin for their perſbnal Faplts.,or erroneous Po. 
ee. 


2. III. Whether our bleſſeg. Saviour * hoof: 
Twelve Apoſtles, according to the ange 


et the Vfibt n Tuan: * * W 


Aug N ha W edrime Þ 
ud again, his adopting two Jewiſh Rites which = 
boy ebtaind.j in the Church, tho they were-por 
aþpoiated, in. the Law, wiz. the . Poſte@niues 
75 a iſm, to be che Two Sacraments of his 

urch? Whether does not this 1 ſay ſhe em, 
= our Art was not for altering, or leavi 
ur Thing o of the old Oeconomy, which was 
1Þt title e made Uſe of to. Advantage | in the 


w. * it be lawful to argue from the old 
1 itution to the new, as the. Apoſtle. does in 
the. Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in many Places, pir- 
ticularly as 10 the , Goſpel Miniſtry. Heb. Ch. 8. 
Fer. 45 . Then Lask, whether that Citation in 
Er 1. 20. Aud bis Biſhoprick let another Fake, 
des not prove, that the Apoſtles were Biſnopꝭ 
and if they ere, hy not ſucceeded by Biſhops, 
as well. as Teeing they were wy oy ters and Dea- 
cons, they were ſueceeded to by ſuch ? The fol- 
lowing Query will ſhew... the Meaning. of the 
Word Biſbop in the © old Teſtament? I alſo ask, 
whether the Hiſtory of the Election of St. At- 
104% to ſucceed Judas, does not ſhew, that the 
Apoſtles. thought, that they ought and muſt by 
Wael, to ſuch? 

Whether the Orders of Levites and 
priel 8 "baving by God's own Appointment, 
verſeers called in the Septuagint, which is the 
ſamo, Language "with that of the new Teſtament, 

hops + 3 and, thoſe Overſeers, one over them, 
feli eee k * WhO n che 
280727 7 I pe 
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ens FAY wi 4 PAY te es not mak 
= Epiſcopacy in the Chriſtian Church?” 
Objerk If it be obzected, that this js'a Pi 
\ Argunient; for, by Parity. "of Reaſon it might 
be inferr'd, that there ought to be one chief Bi. 
Fi or Pope over the whole Chriſtian Church, 
VB ſeeing the Jews had: but one high Prieft, g 
| Auſw, I anſwer, that it ought to be 3 
red, that under the Law they had but one Tem- 
ple and one Altar; aud it was not lawful'for 
them to offer Sacrifice upon' any other Altar, 
nor in any other Place, but in that which the 
Lord their God did chooſe to place his Name 
there, Feruſalene and the one Temple there, 
which makes that Nation but one Province; 
| fo the utmoſt that they can infer from the one 
High Prieſt in the Fewiſh Church, is, chat every 
 . national Chriftian Church ought to have a Me- 
ll  tropolitan or Archbiſhop, to whom the reſt of the 
8 Biſhops and Clergy in his Province, ought to be 
in ſome SubjeQion,” and he to continue their Su- 
| - pefior for Life. We have an. Account of the 
| YIFwih Epiſcopacy and Arch-epiſcopacy, ; 
8. 32. where Eleauar the Son of Aaron ( when 
his-Father was as yet alive, and s Type of Cbyiſt 
our great high Prieſt )-is called the Fyeſident over 
|. the chief of the Leviten. Now, the ele in the 
old Teſtament Way of ſpeaking, sre compre- 
| Hhended under the more general ame of ere 
and that this Chief of Arch: precedency fl 
may make Uſe of that Word ) was not only 5. is ſt 
ver the Le as 8 * ans FE, 
1 ric $3 


* * . ; 


a 8 
0 * 
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11 
IS wn 110 iN. kad. 2, INOS 'of Pries: 


11. tand 22. And theſe Preſidents are call d 
by the Septuagint BWM]. et, which agrees to the 
Hebrew, and ig — 'by. the Bl, Tranſla- 
tors, Ozerſeers, which Word being ſynonymous, 
they make uſe of for Biſhops, As 20. 28. 
. VI. 'Whether che Word Sacerdos or Prieſt, 
may not be fitly applied to the Miniſters under 
the Goſpel? The Averſion which many in the 
reformed Churches had to that Word; was chief 
ly from a Miſtake, as if the Prieſts Office: con- 
filted: only in:offering Sacrifices ; but it we con- 
ſult the firſt Inſtitution” of the Levitical Prieſts: . 
578 Deut. 10. 8. we ſhall not find one Word 
Sacrifice, but only they pere to ft and before the 
Lord, to miniſer unto, bim, and to bleſs in bis Name, 
ſo that it does not appear, that ſacrificing. was 
my other Way an eſſeatial Part of rhe Prieſts Of- 
fice under the Law, than that Sacrifice was an 15 8 
lential Parnob the Jew: Worſhip. } 
The Ratio formalis: « a Prieft; oof | 
Ses the Cale, one impowered. by 60 D, to and as: 
of the n @' Midſman between G0 D and* the 
People, and to fign and ſeal the Co- 
wenants ha them, It includes all the Manner 
of Warſhip which G@D ſhall any Time appoint; 
and he mahwalter it as he thinks fit: Net the 
Office of Prieſthood temains ſtill the ſame, as 
that of an Ambaſſador, who may receive freſh 
laſtruQions, yet his Character and Commiſſion 


1 1 i Jame.. We do. got read Ga et 
ec 
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ake || yroperly_£{- called, is evident from Nibemiab MY 
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11 

1 aA bee sen Type of oth bleſſed nd 
dun (aer mboſe Order he is ſaid do be a Prieſt) 
did offers Saas iſice ; and no Pang Author, 
chat k Know of, ſayvthat he did, ch th Papifts 
generally affirntit : Aud they wh deny proper 
Prieſthood under the Goſpel, yet do not denyy at 
that M himſelt is a F fot ehr. Nos, rx 
What baer ifices tas Chriſt to offer f He: wah la- * 
erificed: hut ante; and if his Interceſſion upon 
Accaunt of that Sacrifice: be the proper Office 
of a Hrieſthood? How can it be denied to the 
Celebration of that Sacrifice in:his holy Sup- 
per, and the Interceſſions then made by his 
Prieſts upon that Account? It cannot be de- 

nied, but that there are nete under 
Goſpe þ-itho? nat of Beaſts. I defirę iy Ad- 
hos” Bo who doubt of this, to reid 1 Pet. bog 
J. and Heb. 13. 10 1,55: 16. Row, 12. 1. yea, 
__ and an Altar tos in che Text l:haveciced,. Ie 
ſarah valls the Miniſters of the . Goſpel: Prieſts: ba 
Chap, 66. 21. And ly does Jeremwah Chap: 3 
Ver. 1 8. prophecying of the Times of the Gol: 
[2 St, Cyprian and: dean the Aneienta, ſtill re- 
tain'd the Word Prieſt; for a Miniſter under 
the Goſpel, and the Churches imäll Places ever 
fince his Days, except ſme of late 
VII. Whether they who refuſe the Meme 
of Trieſes, and take the Pitle of Miniſt#rr of the 
Goſpel, obght-not #lſoto refuſe to live by the 
Altar, to uſe the Apoſtles Expreſſion, or at leaft 
not to receive Tirbes > For theſe. are us möclt 
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nd Meaning of them, ſo as to have an end 
ut to the Controverſy 2 I cannot but-thiok, that 
he urch in all Ages, which collected at firſt 
hofe Books which make up compleat the C 


the Scripture; being pertec ly ail red, th 
hey were written by the Apoſtles, and other 
Divinely inipired Pen- men; having the origi- 


al Manuſcripts written with the Apoſcles 


gon, after the Deceaſe of the Apoſeles them 
Alves; und r <6 Biſhops and Marge 
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word and Office offPriefe, or Sacriffet, in a Chriſ · 
flaw Senſe. It appenxs tom what, has bean ſaid, 
Fhati both:the: ord and Qſics of Prieſt was de- 
fore the Leviticel Law, under it; àhd is very rx 
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O are Controverſſes in Religion 
11 co be determined? If by the 
criptures, how ſhall we come by the true Senſe 


reat Regard is to be had to the Judgment of 
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ands, preſerved in the ſeveral Churches ſome 
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* bees js. to he e ert Are, m 
be allowed to ha ve known bet the meaning of 
thoſe latred Writings: Foxy, | tho the Church 
has no Authority over the Serſptutes, or over 
our Faith. which 3 js ſo eſtabliſhed, that neither 
poſtles nor zn Angel from Heaven can alter 
Gal. 1. 8." Tet tbe” Teftimojiy of bd univerſ 
_ Church i in all Ages, as to the Scriptures, and 
Nature ot thatTeſtimony, which has ſuch Markt 
as are not compatible to any Impcſture, ſeemt 
to me to be infallible; for her Authority is to 
be ſubmitted to in all Matters of Diſcipline, 
and great Defreence is due to her detlared 
/ Senſe in Matters of Doctrine, or to make any 
Additions to the Chriſtian Faith; and the is 2 
ompetent Witneſs what that Faith and Do 
rin is. Some: Books of Scripture were ſoonei 
and ſome afterwards received into tne Canon, as 
tbe Epiſtle of St. James, the ſecond of St. Peter, 
and the ſecond and third of St. Fobn, the Apo- 
2 calypſe, and the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and the 
Church was at laft tully fatisfied of their being 
Genuine, by infallible” Proofs; and gave their 
. Teftimony. fo all thoſe Books, which have ever 
ſince been received as Canonical; the Reaſon 
of the Difference was, that ſome of them were 
not ſo ſoon and ſo generally known as others 
Were. mw 
Query. II. Seing the Ciroreh Beten the 
Nr of the Canonical Books, which have 
been univerſally received as ſuch, upon - ſuch 
| Evidence of their having been written by the 


inſpire da 


I inſpired Penmen of th 


Reaſon, aud its being perfettive.of human Wa? 


| Reſpects no other Writtings are to be compared 


am, as that ſhe could nos 
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oled upon, canſid eting her nearneſs to 
oſtles, if that be not an Argument, that. | 

great Deterence is due to het Teſtimony, hoth. 2 

15 the meaning of them; no doubt the znnate-. 
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ture, aud ſecuring our main and everlaſting. 
Concerns, are Arguments, that the Chriſtian 
Religion has, GON for its Author: And in thoſe 
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with them, and no doubt God co · operates with 
the. ſerious and unprejudiced reading of his 
Word, by his holy Spirit, tor the Conviction. 
and, Comfort. of Chriſtians ; nevertheleſs, a4 
ander the Law. The Fri H Lips did profervs 
Knowledge, and the People had the Law from 


his Moutb, as from an Oracle; fo the Chriſti- 
an Church which is the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth, and which has the Promiſe of the Holy 
Ghoft, to lead her into all Truth, is the great KB 
depoſitary of the Faith, and of the Scciptures: 
which contain it; and by Conſequence, ſhe is 
the beſt Guide in doubtful Matters. The Re- 
preſentatives of the ſeveral Churches, after the 
Apoſtles left the World, which were the Biſbops, 
could beſt know what Faith had been received 
in their reſpective Churches, eſpecially when, 
GOD. vouchſated many of them, extraordinary 
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— 4 Ira a0 abe 1 ore 6 Biſhops: who were 
"aſſembled in Counil, vieh bf you ever hem d futb 
Things? 1 take his to be the true Method to 
| nd? out an Horefe e br novel Doctt ine; and 
know the G Doctrine Which [YE deen 
mverfally received. ä 
Due ever! "the Serfptdrey 
ra the Church, whence or upon what” Fefti- 
mony do we receive them? If from an inward 
Teſtimony, [ ask whether. . Hearben will be 
convinced upon his Feng one , either in the 
Original, or in his own anguagb, that they 
were dictated by the Spirit of OD, without 
any further help ? It they affirm, that he will, it 
Tt pleaſes GOU 40 ait him with his holy Spi- 
kit; s hot this bb þ eg theQue ehen Ffeemyg 600 
if he pleaſks, can Work in 55 Wini df the 
Truths ot our holy Religſon, differ with. or 
without the Scriptures 3 nn Be can. —_— paſt 
S batever be pleaſes, as Well withont as by, and 
with the Ule of ſecond Means ; I t ee tthe 
_ Entlavours of worthy Divines to perſwade the 
lief ot the Chriſtain Doctrine, from intrinſick 
A ments, is ver commendable. And al 
the Ene mies of our Religt gion will never be able 


|: to anſwer them: Pat tere are ſeveral Articles 


ol our Creed, which we receive, merely becanſe 
they are revealed to us in the Seriptures, ſuch 


© as the Myſtery ofthe ever bleſſed Trimty,cthe In» 


carnation” and Satisfactibns of Jeſus Cbriit. 
which 


a; le bod bi ri 77 EI 15, 16 Wants 8 
which are above Mas Are ig a 9 
Reſurtection, the Tonnagrat Nor BD | 
2nd 2 the Sachaments ; and the: rec. =o 9 
Drift who meaſute Diviie Knowꝛlegt or Omani» 
| feience bf Gow b their Reafon, 28 it Godcowld - 
1 weak nothing —— — molt ita 
lerable : Tet no faber Chriſtian will ſay i 
Artieles are ſelf evident we believe them b 
on the Autherity of Ged Who has vouchſaſad 
to reveal them td us, and Who is Truth it ſalß! 
and can neithef be decei ved, nor deteiue A 
this agrees to the Definition of Fah. gwentu 
by tue Apoſtle; Heb. 11, 1. #s being of Hhinge 
not een bur-boped for, and the Onurch is certain: - 
"IP lifter m this Faith, and brings i ms. 
fitſt to belle ve; tho" or Faith does not coſts | 
finally upon ber? but om God}, otherwiſe add 
5 thoeld not be u Divine, but k human Faith! 
* Uf IV. Whether we Chutch his! Power: 
to introduce and eſtabliſi n Officets under 
the Goſpel, and etpect to hte God's Appros | 
bation for it diteeWards ) às che All uibe df A. 
ſes Father in Law for making ;Rblers:of ther 
People, which was er paff 0; approved ofby: 3 
Cod; and of them did the 1 con | 
tho? i i had not its firſt Appettionhntas keiten 
on from God, or the Inſtitution af the -Feaft:df | 
Dedication, the Feaſt of Purim, and the ating * 3 1 
zoſe I Ba ptiſm to Circumciſion ; and the paſfcanium to 1 4 
ach te Paſſove r, which Rites, tho' not ſtrictly f 
In- Dfyi ge, bal of Eccleſiaſtical 2 
ri. our Saviour approved ot, by making them Sa, 
hich Bl | = cane 
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Divine Taltitution: For. Inſtance Heeebialisde- 


in Poſſeſſion of the promiſed: Land, into their 


which the Church had Made, and di 


ind order to their Cure, 3 been generally 
c bon. aſide. and difuſed; thy' enjoined and pracs, 
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8 "FW the Goſpel: And God Almighty 

. ſending: Toba the Baptiſt td baptizg à 0; 
ſomethipgi which 


ſtroy ing the Brazen \Cerpent - which 
| rhanded to be made, and neger pave. any 
. Order that we can find, ſor deſtroxiug it, and 
God was pleaſed With it being deſtroyed: 1. 
= chal Lanb-or the Faſſover was to be | ©. 
_ eaten wry their Loins girt aud \a.Scaffin,rheis, | - 
Hand, a Poſture that ſuited. perfedly with the 
Occaſion; of its Inſtitution, as appearg from 
Erod. 12. & 11. And yet the Church altered 
what Poſture, thus commanded; after they were 


ordinary Table Poſture to wit Leaning, which, 
vn common to:them: with other Eaſtern Na- 
tions, and did better agteg fg dheir proſperone 
Condition at that Time and bur bleſſed Savi- 
our himſelf did comply W wi ieh that Me the 
eat-t 
Paſſover with/his-Diſtiples;in that Poſture under 
the Goſpel: Deactpis fer, the hl K. /e, not eat - 
ing of Blood / and anointing the Sick with Oil, 
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How fi the ele were to be face 


Cesded ii n their Office. 25 
aux "Rr AT 7 Hether the elles w were hot to 
2 be ſucceeded to as ſuch? 
That this Ly may be the better underſtood, 
Lask whether at leaſt, Lay men and Women be 
not as effeQually debarred from receiving the 
Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood; 'becauſe 
our bleſſed Saviour gave it only to Church Off 
cers, | mean to the Apoſtles (who under bim, 
were Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church) as that 
the Apoftles ſhould be without Succeſſors, hich 
the Biſhops of the Catholick Church believed 
t= themſelves. to be-from Chriſt's Promiſe to be with, 
il, IM them to 1be end of the Worid,, hich Promiſe. to be 
ly. ſore was not reſtricted, to th Apoſtles Pelſbns; 
c, none but St., Jubn outliving tl t Century, but tc 
he © the Ordes,. This airing th l think, Proves as. 
moch that the-.Jpoſtles-were to be ſuccee ed to, 
as ſuch, as chat ſaying of: our Saviour, Drink ) Va - 

„ this, gives all Chriſtians 3 4 Right (as 9 A 
alp it does) to d Knitted. to the” yooE-” 
9. 1 1 515 4 „ 35-b a7 
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1 1 this was extxgofflinary, and on 


| Ther 0 of the Faith. 


by the 


5 * u may be inferr'd at leaſt, that in tha ;hT 
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Ky 1 ae a5 * many n To 
ger poſtles De N which were 


85 and tate kü 5 
F Dos are n verteg * the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, Whe 8175 Hed EET: fo teach all 

| Nations, were not n ceſſarily cceeded to, 
of their Commiſſion ? 


5 * 


f of this N Query 


'becaufe _ be a 


for planting the Chriſtian Faith," ar 


8 
the. Chriſtian Chorcb, 125 died with the Sat, 


1 not neceſſary 


ot the Conti 0 Jnce 


Is the 1 or pes d. n of 


85 Fay Ally 2 bil eg the 14 poſtles, to be reckoned 
among jt 


the 00 nediſhing Marks of an Apoſtle ? 
e Holy te 12 on others, as well as 


Leeing t 


| z 2 then 5 and 11 traördinarly too: So that 


ho were. not Apoſtles recetvidithe:extraor- - 


dre, frs of the Holy&biſt- which enabled them 


te wor K. Air cles, ſpeat with Tongues, ther Propbeſi- 


cc, (5 and bead the Sick, and what they did 


by: the extraordinary Aſſiſtance thet was offorded 

m, feaded-to the Confirmation of the Goſpel, ] 
192 as whit 7 55 , 0 25 by — — 9 W | 
Query IV. Whether av . Hoh G „Siren 
weeeflors of the oſiler, by Impoſition of 
5 Ys Tres ibey did Acne che Holy 2 


tive Church, ds is evident from Tertul-. 
Cyprian, Firmiliaw; und others from 


guy 


* 5 OS - 33 


1 
RN 106 bug Contur es dps ges of ch hs fi 
iving the Holy Ghoſt after Bipriſm, was not be- 
p art 'of rhe Apoſtles 


ed to be any extraordinary 
Offide, bet Was to geſeend to the 'Biſbops in "after 
Ages, a Srv 


* 


eipt69; according to the ori ginal ub Hv G. 
#2 thin Was a Altingen Mark * = - Apoſtle, 


x \6Wje would have n? Or rather, is not that 


Commiſſion! continued to their — whom 
he has ptomis d to be with to the End of the 
World! 2; Whether will a Presbyterian Preach- 

er, after he receives Presbyterial Ordination, and 
is is Tefiled ina Pariſh, ſay, That he is confin'd to it 
(#herefotrer he ſhall happen to be afterwards) 


vntibhelbe'regior'd by &ull, Vote of ſorhePrecby- 


Sad, or Generat A ſonbiy, to another ? Or, 
— he is confin d to one Nation. ay, or to preacł 
only to Chriſtians ?.' If to one Pariſn, why. does 
be preach out of it ? I to ont Nation, Why 


does he Preath im another 7 If he be 'reſtrited * 


to Chriſtian Covntries, Whether does not 
that ſhut the Doors of their Church, againſt all 


ſuch as ave withott, th wit, Jews; Mabumitais, © 


and Heatbens But if none of theſe Reſtraints 
bind: abſolutely, chen they are not in the Nature: 


of the: Office, or effential to Ordination, but only for 


mainkaining Order in the Church: and conſe- 


quently, the Usiverſality of the Apoſiles Commiſ- 
om t tesch en can be no — 24 


R 8 by Dalat 


y v. Whether ine Coniſton, Marth. | 
38; Der. tg. To Teach, or make. all Nations Dif- 
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Silat their. having Soccelſors;” even avtotha 
Branch of the Office Apoſtolical. "1 gow: bf 
Query VI. Seing it i ne Ten? what 2 
5 has been.already: ſaid of Chriſt's Promiſe, 20 be il < 
| with bis People to the End of tbe World, that It be- 
| longs alſo to the Rulers or Biſhops of the Chri. 
ſtian Church; kwoulde ladly know from clear 
Scriptrue, whit Part of the Apoſtolick Office 
does not appemtain to their gueceſſors? Or what 
Part of it is excluded from ts Share bf this Pro- 
miſe, which: reaches to the End of the World? 
That that Promiſe is ſure to the Church, as long 
as the Church continues on Earth, is the unani- 
mous Judgment of all Commentators on that 
Text; but if the Fresbyzeriays will affirm; That 
\the End of: the:World refers to the laſt Period: of 
the Apoſtles Lives, and that he had no o- 
ther Apoſtles beſides them to be with, ſuch a 
Commentary (like the Gloſs'of Orleans ) docs 
abſolutely overthrow his Tekt. 
Susry VII. Whether it be eredible that St. 
Paul ated as a ſingle Preebyter at the Ordina- 
tion of Timothy, and not as an Apoſtle ? Or, 
- that he laid. alide his Apoſtleſhip; 2 put him- 
| felt on 2 Level with mere Presbyters, to give 
xample'ot Parity, and to ſhew after Ages 
* the Authority of Presbyters acting in Parity, 
s without any Preſident in conferring Orders“ 
Or, it this was St. Pauls Practice, ſuppoſing 
be came where there was ſuch 2 College of 
1 b W one rer them? 1 9155 re 
1 * k Pp ain 


* 


S — Peovd; 45 e the, badete of 
ſuch bof tions. I >| 
. Query: VIII. W DB 
86. 2:4] mentions as concerned in Timothy, s Or- 
dipation conſiſted of.mete'Presbyters? Or, if. | 
| Ker | r s-who; accompanied St. Paul in n | . 
Return from Macedonia thraughi Asia, and } 
' whoſe Names you may find; Ade 20. ver, 4.3 
were mere Preaby ters. Timo bimſell was 
one of them; and it is not without Reaſon that 
ſome ſay, That St. Faul ordained Timothy, with 
the Conſent or. Concurrence of thoſe Perſons. 
Certainly i it could be no Presbytery acting in 
Parity, if St. Paul was one of the Number, (as 
beyond all peradventure he was) unleſs it was 
Gollege of Apoſtles: Beſides, Timothy is called 
an  Huangeliſt , or at leaſt, is bid to do the 
Work of an Evangeliſt. Now, how is it con- 
ceivable, That mere Presby ters would take up» © | 
on them to Ordain an Evangeliſt > The [Preſs -. 
byzerians inſiſt much upon this Topick. of his be- 
ing an Evangeliſt, when they.endeavour to dif- 


N 


Evangeliſes' „Why did not our Presbyterian Mi« © 


liſes tothe unconverted Nations? Fruſtra eſe + 
potentia qua non reduſtus in actum, is an undoubt- 
ed Maxim: But if the Office of an Eu 28 be 
an Office Superior to that of a mere Presbyter, | 
as gt. Paul makes it, Eyb. 4, 11.-How gould mere 
PP confer 
8 2 
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Whether "ah Precbytry - which. 4 g 


1 being a Biſtop, but if Prezbyters 4 g 
as have Power and Authority to ordan 


piſters exerciſe that Power, and ſend Evange- ' | 


it? This is to make the Efe | 
#xcved = 


% 
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* Fe fee Came; No 222 of Order 'of Mens 
enn beſtow any Power which they have not 
themfelves, unleſe they have it bnly to give 
aa, as the Electors of the Empire: Beleg ä 
. i clear from the Hpiſtles| of Timorby, that 85. | 
Paul gave him Power to ordain Presbyters, and 
| made him not only theirsuperior, but theirfudge 
allo, to whom they were accountable ; he had 
Authority to receive or rejed Accuſations a- 
_ gainſt them, and to make ale of ſuch Diſcipline 
" 8s might be Shaker for the good Government 
ol the Church of-Zpbeſus, 1 Timerby 5. 1 
Query IX. Whether it had been 1 e 
= praking i in'St. Paul, ſuppoſing the prediyiey. 
1 Tim 4. 14. to be the College of ip files, or 
at leaſt a Quorum of them, (for a College of 
\ Presbyters,ſtritly taken, it could: not be) that he 
meant only his own Hands, as he ſays 2 Tim. x, 
6. when he ſaid in the other Place, by the Hands 
_ of the Presbytery, meaning the Conſent af the 
1 'Seniority or — * z becauſe, 
What one did authoritatively, r val as if dene 
by them all: For even in our modern! pretbyteri · 
WM Ordinations, one is allowed 1 — be a lawful 
_ "Miniſter of the Kirk of Scotland,” who has been 
= 9 by the leaſt Number of their Miniſters; 
= or would they diſclaim one of their Number From 
being a Miniſter, ii ordained by one only, ar 
= reckon it neceſſary or allowable: to 1e-ordain 
Rim, or look on any enter e dane by 
bun, ta be igvalilon all, I 
3:3: 3! 122600 87746871 
a Query 
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\ Query X. u 
Hove sid Timothy 
Body can dssbt of, th bos that wt bw #7 


fupp oſing it to eonſiſt of Prehi 


dern Senſe of them, yet ſeeing 


ters in the m 


whey 


ever prove, tfarjt was their Hands alone,or at all. 


Paul's Jaying on his 'Handy on Timothy with the 


presbytetry, ſufficien . to prove, ef a Presbytss 5 
e, can ordgin a Ptesbytet of 


per ry, in a modern Se 
tery hirhfeives, '6r that they could do it then 'with- 


, or out St. Paul > For, l ſtill want plain and clear 
e of N ee to prove that St. Paul afted there as” * ; 


Wink  Prezbyter or ordinary Minifter, | „ YO 
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ä * A Vie st. Park's barge to the. 
©"  Elders'of Epheſus, proves tha 
Timely » mas not there, or that he was not a Bi- 
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which 1 chi tis 
ould. have %% | 
it, without the Aſſiſtance of the Presbyresyj "2 


e ApotHe dg. 
not authorize” them to ordalh bim of themſelves | 
but did put his own Hands upon him: Will thai 


that made 7 imotby an Eccleſtſtick? Or, e ; 7 


dee 11 5 Cp And ry 
rbeifar e, the higheſt. pray not. exclude, i _ 
rather include the inferior and ſubordinate met 
| 3 This is ſofficiefit to ruin and baffle that I ' 

Ixception of the Presbyterians, , whoſe Strength Ir. 
yes oaly in the different Acceptations of one Word, 
| becauſe it-infers too mach ;, And by. the. ſame ha 
way. of reaſoning, they degrade St. Feter and St. foop: 
Fa from being heit, that they degrade Ti. | 
methy from being a Biſbep. The word Elder de- i "7 
notes Prefecture, and in all oguages is applied riſhe 
to 5 bar in * ſecond andithird Centuries 20 
Was appli to Pres yters as contradiſti viſh d 
2 and ſubordinate to the Order, &f Filboys fan, 
which the learned'ſt Advacgtes or Precbytry have 0 
acknowledged; ſo this is 2 A eine. bes vnſufficient Ob- 
jection againſt Timetby's And St 
Paul der naming T pe 54 % in His Er. Ghr 
hortation to the Elders. of, Epheſus, has as little * 


Force in it, It cannot infer tbat he was not there, Nor: 
becauſe not nam'd, ſeeing none of the reſt wha one 
were preſent are named particularly, but in nclud- 0 wa 
ech inthe general Compellation. \ Beſides, it may % 
be: preſumed: Timothy. was folly. inftru&ed in all 2 


the Parts of his Office, both by Word of Mouth, 
and Epiſfles which were written to him 5% St. 
Paul; neither is he excluded from his own Share 
in that pathetical Exhortarion' which the Apoſt ie 
woe to all the Elders of "yon, Ads "ſs 
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. , Query ll. Whether Timothy/42ravelling through 


the Churches; either in Company,..or che was 
ſent by, St.;Pawi;after, his (a8 is ſnppos'd) Se 


img? 


ake for 
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ſt Ages of 
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by ror tb that th 
perfo ae Offices . which the (Becleftofti. 77785 
aſpenfation 6... 4 2 iftle'6; *Parag, 2, 18 
Which Nuainzy impornts a D | 

A 2 ne 6 the Pöne ted: . 
t 0 Kent of te Fleck, wy very Precbyter, 245 
rerkon themſelves in ſode meaſure Biſhops, not £ 


| „45. Predbyrers bur 4 Lien or Delegates of 
' thefr Bi/ſop;-Epiſtie 3. Parag. r. Page 11. Now, 
if it de ve Fra bat Biſhops could and did dele- 


'J gate ſome of their cothitturtieadle-Powers to their 
7 r for rie Exipency of their flocks in their 
er Abfente from them. might not the 
Apoff 8 the Lamel? 80 Epiſcopal Ads 
dene hy f Oo empany of Pfeibyters (Mhatever In · 
ſtanet ma) be brough of fuch' Doin sure not ſuf · 
fielen id prove am intrinfical Epiſcopal Powers to 
be lodz u: in chem, for doing chem in Oppoſition 
to, or 'exdifive of their B. ſos. onteſs it could be 
prowd, that they ad wittout 3 Belegstion, 
-which being a' Negative, think will be hard for 
1 . of Tenge; to W NN 
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Query N / HETHER the ps 4id not : 

I. in a great Meaſure, by Cofiſedt, li- 
mit and confine their extenſive general. Commiſ- 
ion, authorizing them to teach, and make Diſ- 
ciples of al Mations, by 4 voluntary Diviſion or 
Paxtitiom to each 0¹ themſelves of particular 
Countries and People; and ſo betook themſelves 
to particular Provinces, as St Peter's being the 
Apoſtle of the Circumeiſon or Jews; St. Paul 
of the Uncircumeiſion or Gentiles; St. dana of 
The. Drdies, or moſt eaſtern Countries; 7 

S. 11 Whether St. Paul was not to beblam'd, 

Ph. not meddling with any Church, which he 
himſelf had not planted? Or whether hit Pri- 
Qice ſtands not on Record, to ſnew his Regola- | E 
Tity,: and due Obſervation.of the Orders Which 
had been agreed upon among the Apoſtles, con- 
cerning the Diviſion they bad made of the World 
into ſo many Diſtricts? And whether any of 
the other Apoſtles had, without his Conſent, in- 
I termeddled with the Churches of his- planting, 
„ -J-54 When * — 9 that * not | 


deen 


1 to blame for fo ag 2. Aer 1 provincial 
Diviſion of. the World among them) 


| Diſciples? Whether was it extraordinary, or 
to be ſucceeded to? And if they were to have 
Sycceſſots, ho are their Succeſſors? And if 
2 were to be ſucceeded to in the fall Extent 
of their. Commiſſion, are not the. Apoſt les 


"ſucceeded to in the dc if Ertent of -their Com- 
miſſion, their Office being appointed by our 8a. 


viour? And 1 deſſre plain Texts of 1 
in their - Anſwer to this Query. ©! © / | 

IV. What was the Office of an ae. 

tk Whether Was it any diſtinct particular 


1 -Office peculiar to them, who were:deſigned. E- 


vs rt Or was it any particular Employ- 
mend or Exerciſe of . upon the doing of 
- which,-one had Right to the Title of an  Evan- 
geliſt? Or was it the Writing the Goſpel of 
dur bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that made one an 
Evangeliſt? If it be appropriated to the Writing 
af the Goſpel, then there were only Two Evan- 
geliſts, Hokies the wo: A poſtles Saint Matthew 
and Saint Jahn; and ſome aſcribe the Goſpel ac- 
- cording to St. Mark to Sr. Peter ʒ ſo that in this 
Senſe we ſhall only have one Evangeliſt: Bot 
ſeeing the Office of Evangeliſt, Eobeſ. iv. 11. is 
diſtinct from (tho' ineluded in) that of an A- 

poſt le, there was undoubtedly ſuch an Office in 
tze Apoſtles Age; and Philip and others were 
deſigud Evangeliſts in the new Teſtament, whoſe 
Office I take to be, to evangelize, preach tbe Gof- 


B 155 47 pa Puente, Which — do 


either 


2 111, , What was the Office of the ſeventy 


either 


Credit is to be given to the Rerdentt 0 


giſterii ir adentes. 


i bu. Vriti ny or 5.810 
b but that a+ Evangeling, 
Power and Authority 1 confirm 
we fidd the Evangeliſt Philip ky 
tiring the Samaritans; but . e A poſt les Pe | 
and Jobn were ſent. to lay Hand, F 0) them ver. W 4 
neirher had they the Power of Ordination, 3 | 
they were Evangeliſts, though Timothy, bo! was | 
bid do the Work of an Evangelift did ordain E. 4 
ders at Epbeſus; Fee doubt, he did it as vel. | 
ted with a higher ſcopal Power; : fot cgnfer 
ring ſacred Orders lad erer been reckoned a4 
high, if not an higher A& of Power in an Eccle>- : 
ſaltick; than laying on Hands in Canfirmation ig : 

E. V. Whether any Regard. be die 1 or. an 
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ly Writers among the Chriſtians, ſuch as, | 
us, Tertulian, and others, who deliver” ers 
moully, that the Biſhops of "ſuch and ſuch Churche - 
es ſacreeded to the Apoſtles, Habemus enumergre., 5 
qui ab Apoſtolit inſtituti ſunt Epiſcopi, in Eccleſfiis, 
& Surceſſores eorum ad nos," etſi recondit. 
myſteria Jeiſſent Atoſtoli, vel bis maxime traderent 
es, quibus etiam ipſar eccleſias committebant, quat 
* ſucceſſores relinquehant, ſuum ipſarum locum ma- 
We can reckon, 7 
thoſe "Biſhops who were conſtituted by the A- 
poſtles in the ſeveral Churches, and their Succeſs _ 
ſors down to our Time: And what hidden Mare 
teries the Apoſtles knew, they wovld'chiefty'd 
liver to thoſe, to whom they committed 
urche thewſelves, an and wn A er 


\ 


the ear ear? | 


reneus, | 


tren, ut Frimut ille 1 
UW Apoſtolic vel apeſtolicis. 


3: Wc then uf fuch Thing, i than? fa, Or 


WY I 
In Svccelſars, inthe kae Place 8 
yernoment as themſelves, i adverſus.F 
Ee: Lit Sn, Ch. 3. An nd 7 ertulli fan le 77 5 
F<: 25 5 adverſus Hereticos.. cp. 32. Edam orig i- 
1 nes.  #cclefarum, fuarum, evolvant ordi; nen epiſco· 
Y  porum Town. its. per ſucceſſionee- ab initio. decur- 
iſcopus,.. aliquem er 
| irit, qui tagen 4 · 
lit perſcuef aberint, babuerit auctorem & an- 
orem, Hg enim modo ec leſia aprſtolicg con- 
ſuox deferimt, 2 Smyrniotum ccc lee ba- 
| al ycarpam, 4 Joanne collocatum refert ; 
omahorum Cl lementem a Petro. ordinatum 
edit, prozude utique & cetere exhi bent, quos ab. 
| Apoſtolic in ee conflitatos, apoſtalict ſe- 
15 525 5 . : 1554. confiugant. aliguod tals. 
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75 Were their genuine $pring Let 1 Apo 
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ba- Avtbors in the Catalegue of them,  both-as td 


t; the Perſons and the pteciſe Time in chien they. 


am f flouriſh d.? If they ſuſtain this for a good Res- 
ab, I fon, then the Gentlemen of Wit, the. Braus d“ 
e- Eſprit, will, or at leaſt ought, to render their 
als. I bearty., Thanks zo the Ioventers-a0d Abbetors af 
„to I thay Evaſion ; aud make Uſe of that very Shift 


let ¶ againft ſome Books of Canonical Scriptures; for 


Sveceſſiop af 
the Rate that they oppoſe this 
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it cannon be; denied, bus that the Catalogues dite _ ._ 
as, to ſome. of them: And beſides, there ure 
ifferent Readings of ſeveral Texts of Scripture- 
Now, if che Precbyterians allow, That the greateſt | 
Number of the ancienteſt Copies, ſhall be follows 
Ad as the greater and:more. weighty Affair af the 
Authority af the holy Scriptures, why.may they 


talogues, which: hand, domn the 
the Biſhops from the Apoſtles? Az |} 
Ig Proof for Epiſco- Þ} 
pacy, they ruine the Credit of all ancient Hiſto» | 
ries, in which. there are many Thingy,..which | 
will he hard for Chronologers ever . to.reconcile, | 
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2. Fer, 64,462 re:The Prieſts who ſoupbt 
i their Regiſter; among thoſe that were reckoned by ' 
ll! Genealogy, but they were not found; therefore 
| . were they as polluted put from the Priefibood, or as 
it is in the Margin of fome Bibles, they were pol- 
WW lIuted from the Priefibood: 1 ſay whether was 
that a nicety of ſcrutiny; peculiar to the old 
CEconomy ? or was it Typical, and as ſuch fulfil- 
led and ceaſed ? or was it not rather a Pater: 
for us, under the Goſpel to teach us, that ſuch 
Office-bearers in the Chriſtian Church tho' never 
ſo really and in Fad ſucceeding to the Apoſtles, 
without any real flaw or Uſurpation, yet un- 
leſs they can clearly derive their Succeſſion 
. Apoſtles, or their undoubred Succeſſors, 
they are not to be own'd' by the Church as their 
genuine Succeſſors, no more than I am obliged 
to believe a Miniſter now a Days,to be ſuch vp- 
on his-own bare Affirmation, without any other 


, 


V 3 5 
By a clear Derivation of Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles, I mean ſuch Clearneſs as the length 
of Time from their Days will allow of; eſpecial- 
ly conſidering the great Perſecutions vhich have 
interveened, the Innundations of the barbarons 
Nations on the Chriſtian, and better civilized 
Parts of the World, and many other Troubles 
and Alterations, which are great Enemies to 
Records. For the Writings of ſome ar e quit 
Loc, and we have only fome little Fragment: 
= of otherearly Writers. Now, if this be not al- 
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lowed, whether 2 tf 55 An ct t 
Joly O Kors, an uſelely Ceremony, and opena {| 
| V gifted Poother, who, is neither 1 
ly ſuch, ly reckoned ſuch by 2 ew or 
by many, to invade the ſacred Function of the 
'Gvriſtian! Miniſtry 7 4 We have Inſtauces of ſuch 

PraQices 1 in our own. "Hiſtory, particularly that | 
of the fathous Ms. Robert: Bruce, who. did O. 
, ficiate for ng leſs Time then ten Years as a 25 
ful Paſtor, before e was put in Orders, Such 
practices axe dire ly contrary to; Scripture, | 
which ſays expreſly, No Han een this Hon? 
our unf, Lanta, bu > Put, be that is called of God, as 

was Aaron, b. 5. Chap, and Ver. 4. and in 5 
5. and 4 "Verſes it is laid, That Chriſt glorified. 
not him elf to be made an high. Prieft, but be that 
ſaid unto bim, thou art. 4 Prieſt for ever after the - 
Order o Melchifedect.” And we find that our 
bleſſed Saviour when on. Earth, appointed and 
chooſe a ſele& Number of Men whom he alſo 
named Apoſtles, Lake 6. 13. He committed 
to them” the Keys of the. Kingdom of Heaven, 
to admit unto it upon Repentance, and to ez. 


clude the Impenitedt. They were his Ambaſe 


ſadors ; to Men, and were entruſted with the 


Miniftry 'of Reconciliation, and having told 
them, That all Power in Heaven and Earth v 
given bim, he commiſſionates them; and. Promiſ- 
es to be with them to the end of the World. 
Which Promiſe was made appear Chap. 4. Query. 
1. to belolig to them while they lived, and 
* them, their lawful Succeflors i in Office, : as 
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to, the Apoſtles ordain8( others, atid gave Ord- 


4 Sed Un 2 Ra 8 for  prerying a regular Succeſ- 


Tidn of true 0 ers in the Church, to the 
end of the 18055 "the Nature of the, "Thing 
makes it neceſſary; for can it . uppoſed, 
— any but an apthorized Perſon, ; hould 
effeQually "fea! and ratifle. the Cove Hat 
Eat God 155 Man, bind aug lodfe, te 
retzi, Sr, fi ign Mev to everlaſting '- * 
nets 95 M1 

- ſhine to, 805 his Hen and Office to himſelf, 
to whom it is not re ularly conveyed 7 > on can 
Peopl have 40 reafbnable. Aſſurante or Hope, 
That God will ratifis in! eaven in theip b half, 
What is Jos en Earth, by ſuch as haxe no 
true 1/05 n, more than an. earthly. 1 Ken will 
ratiffe, what. Is. done by, one Adar e hath 
never im owered to act 1 In 1 his Name s it is 
I great in in the Ulurper,. or "Toth a 286 520 not 
a "Miſſion, ſo i it becomes a great Snare to the 
People, who are thereby cheated into à Belief 
that they haye the Promiſes, Privileges and 
Benefits of our moſt Holy Religion ſealed and 


+  Fatified to them, which'their falſe Prieſts have 
' Ho. Power to do. 


And laftly, whether the De- 
Rnition "which our Saviour gives of a falſe 
Shepherd or Thief, who entred not in by the 


2 Door, &c, does not exactly agree to ſuch Mi. 


niſters, whoſe Regiſter is not to be found; an 


| mu are wht 5 with Authothty from God, 


* 


: EY wen aa 


Or-ovght. any Man to pre - 


£5 &% ** 


| 5 37) 1 5 
* at; Aha Mt ſo many w hae Honda. 


fugh which, Aa inen An 0 can W 


8 


Boßnel TY 7 Arte 
= Perſons; or if they moſt be TY 


in a collective Senſe ? Sl 


deg nd cl 787 1. 


N VV 
Churches ene Revelations of Saint 
Hohn the Divine, be ſeven Preſidents of thoſe 
ſeven” Churches? + Af ſo, then muſt it not be 
made appear, tnat there was ſome Number of 


Eviſtles were written to them by the bleſſed Spi- 
rit, hich t ſoppoſe will puzzle them to prove 
. by Scripture? Now, if they carigue prove this, 
nor find a Pregbytry in each of WFeſe Churches, 
this mars their Scheme of Prezbyterial Govern- 


their zealous Friend' Beza; tor according to it, 
there was à Preſident; and yet chey cannot make 
appear, that there was either Presbytry- or. Aſ- 


de „ 


. conſidered, whether ſingle 


krechyters in Eactr/ of thoſe Churches, when the 


ment; or elſe they muſt reject the Opinion of 


; * 


. ſembly ſitting: - And it does noways appear, 
R thoſe: Preſidente | _ ſo oft changed, aa 


7 
5 
5 


T 7 "HETHER 4 nodding to Berus | 
Qpinion ) the Argels of the ſeven 
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wei! are now # Days, by the Presbyterian clafficil 
Sh {tirution ; may.” not that they were changed 
| at all; for the chief Aſſerters of Presbytry, allow 
of canſtant-Preſidents i in the firſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity; and is it probable, that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould deſign them by any Name that imports 
Preſidentſhip; and yet that the very Thing fig- 
| Nified, ſhould be unlawful or ſinful in it. ſelf, 00 
pot 1 were not to do any Buſineſs as ſuch? - 
0 Whether the Affinity that is between 
the Site of the Septuagint Tranſlation of the old 
eſtament, and the Stile made Uſe of by the in- 
+ ir'd Writers of the new, be not a very rea- 
. Ground to infer, that the Port 
Angels were above ſingle ptesbyters, o apy. So- 
1 mere Presbytets ? My Reaſon fon this 
Query is, becauſe the Prophet Malechs deſigns 
the high Peieſt by that very Word, Chap. 14. J. 
For the Prieſts Lips ſhould praſer ve Knowledge; and 
*from thence as from the Oracle, the Peopie were 
to require the Law, to receive Knowledge and 
Direction for their Duty, becauſe be i the Meſ. 
 ſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, or to render it litęral- 
ly, according to the Seventy; Interpreters, Be- 
© 8anſebe is the Angel. of the Lord of Haftt. Nom, 
ſeeing the ſeven Epiſtles which» our Saviour fenr 
to the ſeven Churches, are adgreſs'd to the ſeven 
Angels of them; It is reaſonable to think, that 
no more is meant by that Word, by which the 
high Prieſt, was defign'd, than io many ſingle 
Presbyters. Theſe Angels are -deſcrib'd . the 
© Hierogl yphick af — to o ſignify their. _—_ 
n 
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ans cal 
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allow 
Chri- 
Ghoſt 
ports 


reſt of the Stars do this inferior World; 
the Cburches where they did preſide, are cal- 
led Lychine Sockets for Læmps or Candleſticks, 
as being the Places where theſe Stars, as ſo ma- 


3 (39 3 
ilgminate, and. ſend. out n dent and | 
rule the faitbfül under them, as the Sun and the + 


* 4+ 
* 


ny Lamps or Torches do ſhine, where they ate 


Au. Whether the Commendation given 


by the Holy Ghoſt to the Angels of ſome of theſe 
Churches, for their 8 


Patience, conſtagr. Adherence to the Faith, Ee. = 


great Chriſtian Virtues of 


and the reproving others of them, tor ſuffering 


groſs. Hereſies and Impieties in their Chorches, 


does not make it more than probable, that the 
Word Angel is not to be taken in a collective 

Senſe; for it is no more likely, that all the Chri- 
ſtians in thoſe Churches were to be equally blam d, 
for che Faults which are re proved in thoſe E- 


piſtles, than that in a Corporation, where there - 


are ſome that have Deformities in their Bodies, 


all the Members of that Society ſhould be equally ”” 


flat nos d, crooked, blind, deaf, Ce. 
9. IV. . Whether does not the Aſſertion of 


he o e Light to all that come are 0 | 
Roc 


thoſe Presbyterians, who take the. Word Angel 


—.— in a collective Senſe, prove too much, and does 
Ik, that Service-1g the Scheme of the independents, e 
nich che ruine the Presby terial Goverument? For if J 
ſingle diſcopacy be not of divine Right, Independency _ | 
| by: the may well claim a Preference to Presbytry, from 
Office toe Gloſſes put on thoſe Texts by. the 9 i 


Illu EO. 


. * ; . 
INS Co 


3 as tot bote bf W nd the YT 
| Pendency? of parochial Churches for there ap- 
pears no Dependency amo organ, nor any mu. 
' "tual Conſent concerning th 

be ſure there are no Texts of Scripture, by which 
they can prove either Cobiſent or. Dependency i in 

of theſe Churches, - 

3 IM 2. FW bether there are nor figurative Ex- 
pref jons in the holy Scripture ? And if When 


— 


olf Tbyatira firſt in. the ſingular Number, Rev. 11. 


18. and after wards Ver. 24. he ſays you, in 


the plural Number, there is not a known Figure 
made Uſe of, calbd an Apoſtropbe? As if a M.. 
ter ſhould write to his Steward o- principal 
- ervant thus, Be careful of my Affairs which are 
" "entruſted to you; and thereafter ſnould both ſay 
to him, and to all the reſt of his Servants ;* But 
tale Care that you (all) avoid THieneſs, and | ſhun 
_ "Drunkenneſs, which breed Quarrels, &c. Or, whe- 


ther no Regerd is to be had to the Kings Mi- 


nuſcript, preſerv'd in the King's Library at St. 
| James's, to which learned Expoſitors of the Scrip- 
_ tures agree, in which we find that Sentence, 
without the copulative Particle zu, we read | 
. thus i in them Ufaty x9 T7 etre TS „ Ouulcpols, 
Pobis autem dico, ceteris qui Thyatitæ fu, Eng. 
"liſhed, To you l ſay, the reſt in Thatira, b). 
which a Difference is put between the Angel, 


l With what was ſaid to him in the preceediny 


Verſes; and what is here ſaid to the reſt in 


. "that Church: And whether or nor, er" 


Alk 


r Government. To 


15 the holy Spirit ſpake to the Angel of the Charch 
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nde. full aſbolhthes Opinians;: e e 
ap- preferrad, asi much more prohable than their“ 
mu. ee and 1 xr Opinion, who,vtake. 
To | the ſingle Angels of each hurch in a collective 
Thich Senſe? [Erle aus ſecundus of the Council 
8 Chalcedon, which reckons Twenty ſeven Bis: - 
ſhops ſucceſively.in Epbefus: from: Trmathygit: 1. 
pears,” that the Fathets in that Coungi thougie 
either Not by or his Sacceſſor; to be MeaAibgel = 
of the Church of #pbeſus; in whom that Epiſtle 
Was. ſent «T0. Tix; Tz) N 21907 * 10 eee 
e, are the Words af that "Coungil! (Engli- 
med) Erom St. Timothy to this Time, Twenty 
ſexen Biſhops: have been. in;Epheſus, And ire» 
naut affirms, that  Polycarp whom he hid. 
ſeen, Was made Biſhop of Smyrna ö 5 
the Apoſtles, cap. 3. And Tertullian, who” 
flouriſh'd. within leſs than an hundred 
ears after the Death of St. Fobn, ſays, that 
the Church of Snyrna reports, that Polycarp was 
conſtituted Biſhop there by St. Fobn, de praſerig- 
tioni bus, lib 32. "Now, I-defire the Presbyterts: 
ant to bring, ſuch Evidences for the apocalyp-. 
tick Angels being taken in a collective Senſe, 
25 J have done for their being ſingle perſonz; Sh 
it 1 ſhould diſpenſe with them for once from 
bringing Scripture Proofs for their Altertyan,} "3 
becauſe it is not poſſible for them to do it. 
Query Vl. Whether the Angel menten 5 
Revel. xx. 1. Having the Key of the ' Bottomleſs: oy 
Fit, be to be taken in a collective Senſe? If: ſo, - - 
by what Rule ot Speech is it? Or, what Senſe 
makes it, 78 ane 1 25 bare ſo in any | 
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T 
zal, an are neceſſary 10 make up 2 Number 


| _ _ Ovlatirue, to keep it? And alfo, if that migbty 


gel, Reuel. r. i. ii. who delivered a little 
Bee be colledtus 2 And the Angel before 
whole Feet St. Jobn fell down to worſhip, Cd; 
Ii. V. 8. Now; if the Angel be underſtood 
colletively, ſo muſt the following Words, FP 1 amn 
thy Fe low Servant, Þ- &c. And the Meaning muſt 
be, Mie ure thy Fellow. Servants : And all of 
them muſt be ſuppoſed to ſpeak to St. John the 
ſame: Words, and at the ſaine Time? Now, if 


the Word Angel in all other Places of the :Reve- 


lation, is not taken in a collective Senſe, I deſire 


plain Proofs from Scripture, wity the Seven An- 
gelt of the Seven Churches, ſhould each of them 


be underſtood collect :vely? Unleſs they can give 


ſome good Account of this Matter, it is begging 


the Queſtion: It muſt be a very precarious Foun: 
dation for Presbytery, (which is thought, by its 
Advorates, to be of divine Right, and of the 
laſt: Concern to the Church) to depend on the 

different Acceptation of a Word (then or you) 
And there is not any Umbrage of its being ta- 


=_ Ken in that Senſe; except in that one Place of 
_ the Epiſtle to Tbyatira, for which 1 have ac- 
=  connted. ſufficiently in the 4th Query of this 
 B \ Chapter, V3 SOL. ee ie 

_ Query VII. Whether it is reaſonable to ſay, 
That in all % even taken in that ſtrict Senſe, 
which Archbiſhop Uher thinks it is to be taken 
in in the New Teſtament, for the Lydian or 
Pe- oronſular- Afa, there were but Seven Pariſhes, 


'OCL 1al Churches, in the modern Senſe 


| The Apoft -h bored q 5 kth - 
__ Part of the World, and the "Chiriſtiad Faith 
prevailed very much there, it being expfeſl / 
fad That Cf was beard of, And conſeqaent- 
y preached in all Aa; and St. Pay! had A rest 
Hd effettusl- oor opened to him, which made 
Ani tap Three Years in thoſe Places, where 
e tainly he at not idle; I think, that any un- 
kr Jadic'd Perſon will be more apt to caneliut * 
x "the Seven Churches wer? rather Seven Dio- 
lan Pariſhes or Biſhopricks, it could not'h 
afford Mattes of. Wonder, that the Apolkl. 
St. John and 70 an, with many vthers, 1hould 
hive beſtowed ſo many Years Labour there; =. 
yet, that in thoſe Cities and Countries the Ni Ns. 
bers of Chriſtians ſhould have been fo very? os, . 
as 1 8 Presbyterians would make Cs bd: 
yet, that in ſo ſhort a Time thereafter, tte 
Hold be fach vaſt Numbers of them in 4%, 


T doubt if it be poſſible, to 0 revancile Tuch Incon- 
h eee 
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he [rote wh by: 7 
Buy 55 p. is Mt} tom. that Fe 5 | 
Wi. 142, Dangs. ſcilicet Later, Place of | 
17 Fe ſacerdos, qui e Epiſcoput. De 
recbyteri & Derani, non tamen ſie, Epi ſcopi 41 
Horitate propter Ecclefis honorem, quo ſalyo ſal 
WK, pax eſt. | Engliſhed, The Chief Prieſt, who 
1s the Biſhop, has the Power of Baptiſm; 3, Next 
to him. the Presbyters_ and Deacons, ' but not 
without the Authority of the, Bi op, for tbe 
Honcur of teen Church's 'By wr 8 the Ho- 
Nour of the Church is preſer v BgBaptiſ. 
mo, Cap. 1 17 2 Writer  fburiſh'd about Fthe 
. Twe lo Year after the Incarnation of our 
SY But Philip, one of the ſeven Deacons, 
his baptizing the gamaritant and 5 Eunuch, 
Ad. 8. is Proof from Scripture, - tha Facon! 
121 Power br po . 5 * _ 
we very II. at the uling Elder is? 
ther a mere Lay: nen en e And, oe 
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alſo-gladly know the Characters of th 


Te m—_— 5 e Fairs? I would 
Iva 33 
Elders, and if they owe not their. figtoal: 5 or _- 
riſe to Fobn Calvin after he had been baniſhed Ce: 5 
neva; for the firſt Scheme of Government he 
had ſet up there; with which the [Inhabitants of 
that Place were greatly diſſatisfied. ; And for ap- 
peaking them, he invented theſe Elders, by which 
means, he gives the People a greater. ſhare in the 
Government of the Church, than he had for- 
merly allowed them, to gain their Favour, vide 
Caluinum de Triſtibus. I crave alſo expreſs Texts 
of Scripture for Kirk: Seſſions, Presbyteties, Sy- 
nods, and General Aſſemblies, or Commiſſions o. 
the General Aſſemblies, as they are now. uſe: | 
among the Presbyerians.in Scotland, ES. 
Query III. Whether Popery and Presby tery. do. . © 
not join Iſſue againſt - Epiſcopacy ?. There is 0 
doubt. of che oppoſition made to it by Prevbiſte= 
ry ; and whoever reads the Hiſtory of the Hun- 
cil of Trent, written by the famous Father Pal. 5 
will figd as little Reaſon to doubt of the Pope an, 
Court of Rome's oppoſ tion to it, in both Seſſidns of 
that tedious Council; beſides, let them who doubt, 
conſult the famous Speech of Laynes, the gene- 
ral of the Jeſuits, „a Partizan of the Court of. Rome, 
Cencil. Trident. Lib. 5, Where you'll. find tha 
long winded Diſcourſe of his againſt the divine 8 
Right of Eviſcopacy ; And the Writers in favours 4 
of the Papacy ſince that Time, particularly Bellar= | 
min, de Rom. Pont. Lib. 4. Yea, if _Epiſcopacy.. 3 1 
— to be of divine « Right, and ou M 1 


a ider Sid -Jur Addon ne + not Fro bf the 
| 5 this quite ſubverts the Pope s pretended 
And NS d Headſhip over the Church; and 
K ent is 2 better Barrier againſt Popery, than ot! 
"aby other Form' of Church Government: that has ab 
at any Time obtained in the reformed Churches; 1 
_. and whatever Clamours have been either i igno- 
=o rantly or maliciovſly rais'd againſt Ehiſcopacy, 
Which has been aſpers'd by its Enemies as 
the Limb of Anticbriſt, and the ſtirrup to Papacy; 
Yet I dare affirm that Presbytery has a much 
„FErester Affinity to Popery than Epiſcopacy has, 
and l am perſwaded, that any impartial, judicous 
Enquirer, after compariſon duely made, will own 
hi Elf to be of my Opinion. | 
| ery IV. Whether it was want of Opportu- 
| 4 ity, and the Circumſtances of tbe Reformers, 
or auy ſettled Priaciple agaioſt Epiſcopacy as an 
unlawful Government in the Church, that made 
= any of the firſt Reformers, eſtabliſh any other 
Form of Goveroment in the Churches, which 

they were Inſtrumental in reforming from the 
Errors and Corruptions of Popery ! Sce Calvin's 
Inſtitutions Lib, 4. Cap. 4. And, whether any 
2 "of the reformed Churches, when they withdrew 
Wl Their Obedience, from the Biſhops, did not in 
their Apologies which they made for doing it, 
declare that neceſſity, and not choice obliged 
tbem to alter that beſt Form of Church Govern- 
ment by Biſhops, in Regard that the Biſhops' 
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latrous Worlbip = —4 4 "of 
Church of Rome : ? And if they do not i + "I 
their Wiſhes to have retain'd Epiſcopacy, us ;fonte - } 
other, reform'd Churches did, as the moſt lands "= 
able and convenient Government of any? Lax 
ſo, Whether, ever any refot mid Church 13 
85 iſtendom, except a Party in Great Britain and; Fo 
Ireland did declare againſt. Epiſcgpacy, as unlaws. 1} 
ful in it ſelf, and Antichriſt ian; 1 Or affirm that it "Fs f 
was "neceſſary or lawful to ſeparate. from „ 8 4 
1 merely becauſe it was govern d nt 
© it Þs. | 
cous il | Exery v. Whether Prechyterie 4 being Tertlh * 
own by Act of Parliament upon the W =1g%- „ 
I the Iyclinations. of the Prople, be not as hon. 15 
rtu-- Stroke at the divine Right of Presbytery, a 
ners, the Ads of Parliament in Time of Epiſcopaey; . © 4 
as an by which Ceſar ſeem? d to take more than << 12 
nade Due 1 in Church-affairs, and the Government ob: 1 
ther it, is to primitive Epiſcopacy, and the intrin n 
/bich [ſick Power of the Church? And whether the E. "i 
n the ¶ piſcopal Clergy, who in their Judgment thought, 4. 
vin's ¶ that thoſe Acts of Parliament gave the King e N 
any much Power in Spirituals, were not as ſafe to 
drew Nad ſalvojure Eccleſi 14, as the Presbyterian Clex- 55 
ot in ey are now, conſidering the afore-mentioned. ._.. 
g it, MAR, ſettling Presbytery : > Ot, whether the Bz- 5 15 
luged iſcopal | Clergy were more Eraſtian, who 5 
ern · not take the Teſt, without an authorized Ee? | 
ſhops' plana tion of it by the King and his Council, r 
ce of which the intrinſick Power of the Chr 8 
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ſerved entire to it, as it was practise d in the feſt 


Three Centuries, or; the Presbyterians at this 
Day, who, when it was propoſed in the laſt Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament, that the dere ſhould be 


7 wy 


yet liste! it? Their Friends i in the Parent 
oppoſed and voted againſt their having this 


Power, and the Committee of the General a flem- 


bly rejected the Overture which was made, in 


Favours of the Power and Rights of the Church? 


Alſo, Whether, ſuppoſing that the Inclinations of 
the People, which, by the Experience of all 
Ages, have been found to be very inconftant, 
ſhould alter, ſo as to declare Presbytery a Grie- 
Vance, and deſire a new Form of Church Go- 
vernment; and at laſt get it ſet up by the Ci- 
vil Authority; would not any ſuch new Mode! 
ſtand on as good a Foundation, as Presbytery 


does at this Day? 


1 N 18. 
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Ps + + I, 21. for in Place, read place in. 
I, 9. after Power, add practis d. 
A RA T Ain the Queries. 
Age 7. I. 19. for preachd, read pradis'd. 
P. 33. J. 24. es as the * reed as 1 
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